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Match Review – Seahorses vs. Norwest 
 

After 2 wins at home the Seahorses headed south on the F3 to take on Norwest with the 
challenge to make it a trifecta of wins and consolidate their position on the ladder. The 1st half 
saw the best attacking structure in many weeks. The boys were able to complete sets, make 
huge yardage through the ruck and generally dominate field position. This dominance saw the 
Seahorses score some great tries with the backs looking the goods. The defence was also 
strong with the Seahorses fast line speed causing the opposition problems. The half time 
score was a comfortable 30-4 lead to the Seahorses.  
 
The 2nd half was unfortunately not a continuation of the great 1st half effort. Despite getting 
hammered by the referee and being on the end of a 20-4 penalty count the boys hung in and 
tackled for the majority of the 2nd half. In the end they ran out comfortable winners 40-16 
winners. Tries on the day were scored by Ben Bellfield (2), Matt Langford, Mark Irwin, 
Anthony Cavallaro and Steve (Pirate) Bratby. Strong performers on the day were Heath 
Robertson, Ben Bellfield, Chris Gabrielides, Michael Burke, Dean Burrell and Will Bullock. 
In post game polling 3 points went to Heath Robertson, 2 points Chris Gabrilides and 1 point 
to Ben Bellfield. 
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Match Review – Seahorses vs. UTS 
 
With the Seahorses juggernaut starting to roll along via 3 straight wins the boys headed south 
to take on UTS in a top of the table clash at Marrickville. With Coach O’Dell unavailable the 
team was entrusted to club legend Terry Kachel who took the reins as a fill-in coach. Despite 
arriving early for the game due to a mix-up over the start time the boys were ready to roll 
come kick-off and started the game strongly. Lucas (Colonel) Duncombe scored the opening 
try. This was followed up quickly by a trademark try from dummy half to hooker Heath 
Robertson and one out wide to winger Steve (Pirate) Bratby. This saw the Seahorses take a 
commanding 16-0 lead. Some ill discipline and silly penalties saw UTS welcomed back into 
the match with a couple of soft tries. Half time score saw the Seahorses leading 16-10. 
 
After some positive words from Coach Kachel the Seahorses started the 2nd half strong and 
were able to cross the stripe first through a try to utility Matt Langford who produced a nice 
step to stroll over and extend the lead to 22-10. UTS responded with a 60m effort which 
narrowed the gap to 22-16. Lucas Duncombe then produced shocking pass that was gleefully 
intercepted by the UTS fullback who scored to make it 22-20. The Seahorses were under the 
pump but responded with tries to Troy Baxter and Mark Irwin to kill off the UTS challenge. 
Final score saw the Seahorses get home 34-24. Mark (Angry Man) Irwin had a great day with 
the boot landing 5/6. This victory means that the Seahorses are firmly entrenched in the top 2 
and with a game in hand they are a serious threat to both the minor and major premierships. 
 
In post game polling 3 points went to Will Bullock, 2 points to Mark Irwin and 2 points to Matt 
Langford. No 1 point vote was awarded for this match. 

 
 
 
 

Match Review – Seahorses vs. Sydney Uni 
 
 
After winning 3 straight the mighty Seahorses were looking for another win to continue their 
hot streak and consolidate a spot in the top 3. Sydney Uni are always strong so it was a good 
test of the boys premiership credentials. The Seahorses started the game strongly with some 
solid defence and good yardage in the centre of the field. With hooker Heath Robertson and 
halfback Mark Irwin steering the ship around the park the boys were able to control the tempo 
of the game. Lucas Duncombe also seems to be regaining some fitness and he featured 
prominently in both attack and defence as did Will (Unit) Bullock. Half time saw the Seahorses 
leading 10-0. 
 
The 2nd half saw the Seahorses get out to a lead and Sydney to fight back somewhat. The 
scoring seemed to go back and forth with the Seahorses maintaining a steady lead at all 
times and controlling the game. Sydney got a bit closer in the end than they should have 
which is a credit to them. Final score saw the Seahorses run out winners 30-26. The 
Seahorses attack was great on the day but conceding 26 points is too many and something 
that Coach O’Dell will no doubt have the boys working on in the lead up to the finals.  
 
In post game polling 3 points went to Will Bullock, 2 points to Anthony Cavallaro and 1 point 
to Lucas Duncombe. The shandy of shame went to Mark Irwin who butchered a certain try 
when he ignored a 9 man overlap to selfishly try and score from dummy half. 
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One of the Seahorses most popular old boys recently visited PNG  
and undertook the challenge that is Kokoda. John Hopcroft completed  
the challenge for charity and provided an insight below into the  
experience. John is a multi-award winning Neil Starr recipient  
and is a Pharmacist based on the NSW mid-north coast. He took time  
out of his busy schedule to answer the following questions: 
 
 
Firstly mate did you make it? 
 
I did. It was the hardest thing I have ever attempted physically.  
Some parts of the track are that steep it is insane. I am not the  
fittest guy going around though so if I can do it anyone can.  
It is easily the best thing I have ever done and would recommend  
it to anyone. 
 
 
What is the terrain like? 
 
It is just merciless hills. One after the other. There are pretty much no flat bits on the trek at 
all. The track is muddy, slippery and covered in exposed roots which just makes it that much 
harder on the legs. The trek took 8 days with 2 rest days afterwards in Port Moresby. 
 
 
Highlights? 
 
There were so many highlights. Just being on the track and seeing how tough the Australian 
soldiers were in those conditions. Getting to camp every night physically exhausted and ready 
for a rest and a few SP lagers. Eating jungle pineapple and drinking water directly from crystal 
clear rivers. Once the trek was over I went to Port Moresby and ended up watching a state of 
origin game with the locals in a bar plus I got a tour of the city on the bar of a ute thrown in 
which were both crazy experiences. 
 
 
Lowlights? 
 
Easily the pit toilets. There is no escaping them on the trek. They are literally a hole in the 
ground that you squat over. They absolutely reek and there is generally sh*t everywhere. You 
would think it is easy to get it in the hole but obviously it isnt. 
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Name:     Dean Burrell 
 
 
Born:    1986 (Waratah NSW) 
 
 
Favourite TV Show:      Spicks & Specks 
 
 
Favourite Movie:     Jackass 2 
 
 
Favourite Song:         I said I am sorry (British India) 
 
 
Favourite Food:       Lasagne 
   
 
Fantasy Partner:        Miranda Kerr 
 
 
How Would You Spend Your Last $20:      2 x goon bags of white Lambrussca 
 
 
Most Embarrassing Moment:         Unsure. I got over being embarrassed when something 
bad generally happens every weekend.      
 
 
Funniest Seahorse Team Mate (And Why):    Brett (Sunshine) Phillips. I have never met a 
bigger clown. 
 
 
Most Annoying Seahorse Team Mate (And Why):       Matt Dove. When he is drinking he 
can talk some sh*t that man. 
 
 
Who Would You Trade Places With For A Day (And Why):       Travis Pastrana. Just to 
spend a day kicking around on his bikes and tracks would be awesome.  
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Seahorses Events Calender 2008  
 

 
Catch Up Game – Saturday 3rd May 2008 
CSU Bathurst v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Bathurst) 

Round 11-Saturday 12th July 2008 
Seahorses v Sydney Uni (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 

Round 4- Saturday 10 th May 2008 
Seahorses v Macarthur (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 
Social Event- Trivia Night (Ray Watt Pavilion) 

Round 12-Saturday 19th July 2008 
Macarthur v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Macarthur) 

Round 5- Saturday 17 th May 2008 
UTS v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Marrickville) 

Round 13-Saturday 26th July 2008 
Seahorses vs. Bathurst (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 

Round 6- Saturday 24 th May 2008 
Seahorses v Cumberland (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 
 

Round 14- Saturday 2nd August 2008 
No game scheduled – Spare Weekend 
Social Event- Karaoke Night (Royal Inn Waratah) 

Round 7- Saturday 31st May 2008 
Seahorses v RailCorp 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 

Round 15 – Saturday 9th August 2008 
Seahorses vs. Railcorp (Away) 
1.30pm Kick Off (Venue TBA) 

Round 8 - Saturday 21st June 2008 
Seahorses vs. Cumberland (Home) 
2pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 
Social Event-Trots Night (Newcastle Paceway) 

 
Saturday 18th October 2008 
Social Event - Presentation Night (Wests Mayfield) 

Round 9 -  Saturday 28th June 2008 
Norwest v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Kellyville) 
Social Event- Gender Bender (Royal Inn Waratah) 

 
End Of Season Trip – Venue TBC  

Round 10 -  Saturday 5th July 2008 
UTS v Seahorses (Away) 
1.30pm Kick Off (Marrickville) 
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