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Match Review – CSU Bathurst vs. Seahorses 
 

After a few near misses (wash-outs, forfeits etc) the boys finally played their first competitive 
match for season 2008. After a long trip to Bathurst the boys were firing from the kick-off with 
some strong defence in the middle of the ruck with Matt Langford hitting hard. After a strong 
start the boys lost their shape a bit and their discipline went out the window with cheap 
penalties assisting Bathurst gain field position. Following a fight between the sides the 
Seahorses were reduced to 12 men with Tony Kocek sent to the sin bin. Shortly afterwards 
this was compounded when Will Hopcroft was sent from the field following a high shot on an 
opposition player. Despite being short for most of the half the boys trailed 16-4 at half time. 
Mick O’Brien scored a neat solo try from a scrum with Mark Irwin missing the conversion. 
 
The second half was much of the same. The boys tried hard but with 12 men it was always 
going to be a difficult task. Once again cheap penalties and unforced errors gave Bathurst 
field position and they were able to capatalise on this with a few soft tries out wide. Tom 
Campbell scored the only Seahorses try in the second half off an inside ball from Mark Irwin 
who then converted the try. Final score saw the Seahorses go down 30-10. Under the 
circumstances it was a solid effort. In post match polling 3 points went to Mark Irwin, 2 points 
Anthony Cavallaro and 1 point was shared between Tom Campbell and Mick O’Brien. 
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Match Review – Seahorses vs. UWS Macarthur 
����

Following the loss last weekend in Bathurst the boys were firing for their first home of 2008. 
Although Macarthur were big across the park the Seahorses got stuck into them up front 
during the traditional softening up period. Once the platform was layed the Seahorses ran 
them ragged around the rucks with quick play the balls. Strong charges up the middle from 
Michael Burke and Will Bullock were taking their toll. The Seahorses kicking game through 
Mark Irwin also turned the bigger Macarthur side around time and time again. The advantage 
in field position saw the Seahorses score 1st half tries to Matt Langford, Des Little and 
Anthony Cavallaro. Mark Irwin kicked 2 goals to see the Seahorses lead 16-6 at the break.  
 
The Seahorses commitment in defence was outstanding. The boys were talking it up, 
nominating, getting up off the line and scrambling hard. To only concede 6 points over 80 
minutes was a great team effort. They repelled numerous attacking raids in the 2nd half which 
led to extreme frustration and ill discipline from Macarthur which cost them dearly. Second 
half tries were spread amongst the boys with Will Bullock and Matt Langford among those 
crossing the stripe. Brett Phillips scored 2 long range efforts which were sensational. The final 
score saw the Seahorses run out convincing winners 38-6 with Mark Irwin finishing up with 
5/6 with the boot. In post match polling 3 points went to Des Little, 2 points shared between 
Brett Phillips, Mark Irwin and Mick Jacobson and 1 point went to Michael Burke. 
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Match Review – UTS vs. Seahorses 
����

Following the win last weekend at home the boys were keen to make it back to back wins to 
get their season rolling along. They travelled away to play UTS which has never been a 
happy hunting ground for the Seahorses. Running into a strong wind and with an 8-1 penalty 
count against the Seahorses they gave up territory and possession which meant they had to 
tackle for the majority of the 1st half. Their defence was rock solid with UTS only managing a 
lone try. At 6-0 down at the break the Seahorses had some work to do but were confident 
they could turn their fortunes around in the 2nd half with the wind at their backs. 
 
Following what must have been a stirring half time speech from Coach O’Dell the boys began 
the 2nd half on fire. With the strong wind at their back they were able to dominate field 
position and pressure UTS through their strong defence. They were able to capatalise on their 
field position to rack up some points. Brett Phillips continued his recent hot run of try scoring 
form notching another double to make it 4 tries in his last 2 games. Troy Baxter was another 
standout performer also scoring a double. Other tries were scored by Ben Bellfield and Matt 
Langford. Mark Irwin had a good day with the boot finishing up with 4/6. In the end the 
Seahorses ran out comfortable winners 32-6. Keeping UTS scoreless in the 2nd half was a 
great achievement and set up their win. In post match polling 3 points went to Tony Kocek, 2 
points to Brett Phillips and 1 point to Troy Baxter. 
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Name:       Rod Buckle     
 
 
Residing at:  Sawtell (NSW)  
 
 
Occupation:   Commodities Trader 
 
 
Club service length:      5 Years (1989–1993)  
 
 
Personal highlight:  Winning NSW Tertiary Cup – Player of the Year 1991 
 
 
Club highlight:    Winning the NSW Tertiary Cup grand final in 1992. We beat SRA 10-4.  
 
 
Favourite club memory:      The celebrations following the abovementioned GF win. It was 
played on Saturday afternoon and the boys were still going on Tuesday with favoured haunts 
including the Blackbutt Hotel, Crazy Horse Nightclub, Fannys and Steve Appleby’s frat house. 
 
Funniest team mate (and why):     Peter Sharp. Half laughing at him and half with him. He 
was single handedly responsible for responsible for removing all social decorum from the 
club. He was probably also responsible for most of my success with the ladies. He would talk 
to them with brutal honesty and after he had his say it wasn’t hard to look good. 
 
Most annoying team mate (and why):       Steve ‘Araldite’ Appleby. I would have hated to 
play on the wing outside him. He is my best mate to this day but when chasing loose women 
around on a Saturday night after a game you could be assured he was lurking around the 
corner. He knew no boundaries at that time of night. His deadly right hook also made for 
interesting times when he had failed ‘on the hunt’ earlier in the evening. 
 
Team you hated playing most (and why): ACU. The catholics always had all the rep 
team coaches (who never picked any of us), the best set up, money and supposedly the best 
players. We had the wood on them and never lost a finals game to them which our coach in 
1991 (Spud Murphy) let them know in no uncertain terms. 
 
Best club story:    Shane Rock committing a solo sex act while drinking a bottle of bourbon 
on the 1991 club trip away to Port Macquarie. He did this so we would throw him enough 
coins to buy a sausage roll and a pie at 5am in the morning.  Brett Anderson for repeatedly 
p*ssing his pants whilst playing front row. James Whiting for being refused entry to any 
establishment in Newcastle post midnight. The celebrations after winning the GF in 1992. To 
do it with some blokes who are still close mates to this day was golden. 
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·  Lucas (The Colonel) Duncombe who has barely been sighted in 2008. Not only does 
he resemble Danny Wicks he is now also playing as many minutes per season. Not 
only has he been giving out chicken wings galore out it appears he has been eating 
them  - often. 

 
·  Michael Burke who ditched his mates playing against UTS to go to the Lovedale Long 

Lunch with his girlfriend. He was apparently spotted wearing a pink shirt and sandals 
with socks.  

 
·  Matt Dove has finally found love. After a crippling 3rd world drought that required 

foreign aid from the UN the big guy is literally back in the saddle. Now that he is 
otherwise occupied we wish him all the best with his future endeavours / impending 
nuptials. Lets hope he has more luck than Marty Flynn did on Wheel of Fortune. 

 
·  Danny Kirk (Wolverine) and his side burns. He now appears to have more hair on his 

chops than on his back. 
 

·  Geoff O’Dell who threw a full beer at Dean Burrell. Luckily he had a mop and bucket 
on hand to clean it up which he ‘found’ during a beer stop on the way home. It was 
Marty Flynn like in its randomness. 

 
·  Speaking of things ‘found’ on the way home I am hearing reports of cartons of beer, 

arriving home alive signs and pot plants. 
 

·  William Hopcroft who got into an altercation with the lead singer of ‘SlipKnot’. 
 

·  Dave Fitzgerald who got into an altercation with an American as he was unable to 
correctly utilise a ticket machine at a railway station. 

 
·  Ben Bellfield for somehow butchering what would have been the easiest try ever 

scored. He was completely unmarked and got thrown a long ball that hit him on the 
chest. He somehow managed (how?) to fumble the ball. Absolutely diabolical. 

 
·  Matt Langford and Brett Phillips who were overheard deep in conversation discussing 

opening beers with their foreskins? Jim Rose may be interested in such a talent. 
 

·  Shaun Johnston for his uncanny ability to drive flatmates away. He has claimed many 
a scalp with his odd behaviour with the list steadily growing. These include the 
Frenchman, Brett Carr, Olga, Lucas Duncombe and most recently the RAAF lady.  
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Name:      Mark Irwin (Pig) 
 
 
Born:     1982 – Armidale (NSW)     
 
 
Favourite TV Show:      Seinfeld 
 
 
Favourite Movie:     A Bronx Tale 
 
 
Favourite Song:         Endless Love 
 
 
Favourite Food:       McDonalds McFlurry 
 
 
Fantasy Partner:        Other than my partner Claire…..Heather Graham 
 
 
How Would You Spend Your Last $20:     At Wests on Big Red (Pokie) with Geoff O’Dell 
 
 
Most Embarrassing Moment:      Last year in a game against Cumberland I threw my 
mouthguard on the ground like a tantrum-throwing child ... ala Joey Johns. Or passing out in 
the sun after a re-bend with Millhouse & Welsh and getting 3rd degree sunburn on my 
eyelids. There was also an incident involving a McFlurry...  
 
 
Funniest Seahorse Team Mate (And Why):    I really hate to fuel his over-inflated ego but I 
have to say Michael Burke. His ability to produce one-liners anywhere, anytime and be able to 
make fun of people to their faces with no remorse even though he himself is overweight and 
grotesque. I would also like to give Honourable Mentions to Nick Cross & Marty Flynn. 
 
 
Most Annoying Seahorse Team Mate (And Why):       Easily, Marty Flynn. The man has 
the highest number of assaults of team-mates in the club's history and refuses to catch the 
ball with 2 hands. 
 
 
Who Would You Trade Places With For A Day (And Why):       Ryan Flanagan. Just to 
see what the other side is like.  
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Seahorses Events Calender 2008  
 

 
Catch Up Game – Saturday 3rd May 2008 
CSU Bathurst v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Bathurst) 

Round 11-Saturday 12th July 2008 
Seahorses v Sydney Uni (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 

Round 4- Saturday 10 th May 2008 
Seahorses v Macarthur (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 
Social Event- Trivia Night (Ray Watt Pavilion) 

Round 12-Saturday 19th July 2008 
Macarthur v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Macarthur) 

Round 5- Saturday 17 th May 2008 
UTS v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Marrickville) 

Round 13-Saturday 26th July 2008 
UTS v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Marrickville) 

Round 6- Saturday 24 th May 2008 
Seahorses v Cumberland (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 
 

Round 14- Saturday 2nd August 2008 
Seahorses v Cumberland (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 
Social Event- Karaoke Night (Royal Inn Waratah) 

Round 7- Saturday 31st May 2008 
Seahorses v RailCorp 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 

Round 13- Saturday 9 th August 2008 
Railcorp v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Venue TBC) 

Round 8- Saturday 14th June 2008 
Seahorses v Bathurst (Home) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Newcastle) 

Saturday 4 th October 2008 
Social Event – Bad Taste (Royal Inn Waratah) 
 

Saturday 21st June 2008 
Social Event-Trots Night (Newcastle Paceway) 

 
Saturday 18th October 2008 
Social Event - Presentation Night (Wests Mayfield) 

Round 9 -  Saturday 28th June 2008 
Norwest v Seahorses (Away) 
1:30pm Kick Off (Kellyville) 
Social Event- Gender Bender (Royal Inn Waratah) 

 
End Of Season Trip – Venue TBC  

Round 10 -  Saturday 5th July 2008 
UTS v Seahorses (Away) 
1.30pm Kick Off (Marrickville) 
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